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" Legislative Counsel

I have been tasked, in conjunction with an effort
organized by Mike Oksenberg of the NSC to draft the

~ attached re federal funding of international studies
and foreign language training. If you have any changes
to suggest, please 1et me know bv ¢ A b  Thuredav
December 6 :

- Helene L. Boatner
: D/OPA
Attachment:
Draft letter to
Hon. James T. McIntrye, Jr.
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" The Honorable James T. '%Intyre Jr.
- Director of the Office of Manaoement & Budge
' hashmoton D.C. 20503
-' | Dear Jim: | »
| ‘I understand that the Office of Management and Budget is curfently
_cohsidering the éppropfiate _lev_ei of fuﬁding for Title VI of the |
Natidnal Defense Education Act, which provides funds for advahced
binternational studies including stud); of foreign languages. I waﬁt
you tq know that I consider that a major increase in funding for thls
program is urgently needed on nat10na1 security grounds. As fhe report
of the President's Commission on Foreign Language and Internmational
Studiee (the Perkins report) points out, the country's ability to.
provide higher education in foreign language and_area study ie -
deteriorating badly at the same time that our need for understahding
what goes on in the rest of the world is increasing. |
This is of particular concern to the Intelligence Community.
. 'As’you are - aware,_ the subsj:an"c'ﬁe issues that face us are becoming
ever more complex.. In’ eddiﬁion to continuing our efforts to*cbllect

and analyze information on traditional national security subjects, we

are faced with many issues that have emerged more recently. It is vital
‘that we understand what is going on in the Muslim world. We must know
more than we do about Africa-itself and about the role of the Soviets

and the Cubans on that continent, as well as around the globe. The
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chanomg economic position of the United States in the world creates
many new demands, of both an economic and a political nature, for
'intelllige‘nce. Recent 'events in Central America and the Caribbean ;
make it abundantly obv1ous that we as a natlon need a deeper under-
'standlng of Latm Amerlca. The openmg up of China to the world offers

thevfirst oppertunity in some three decades for American scholars to .

gain a new Lmderstanding of that indisputably important country. As

‘_a natlon we necrlect these toplcs at our per11 o ‘ el
In our ac.tempts to improve our collection and our analytlcal :
capabllltles, one of the major roadblocks we face is the extreme
shortage of hlghly qualilfled talent that we can draw upon. ThlS applles
not only to our need to hire full time personnel for odr own actlvltles,
but.the urgent requirement for increased use of noﬁ—governmental ex-
Iaertise, through external contracts and through various forms of
coneuitations. In this ageney, the need for personnel with highly-
developed language capabilities is particularly acute. But if US
educational institutions are graduating only a small number of qualified
persbnnel, while the competition for them from other government

- departments and from'private industry is growing, we simply cannot

Aatlsfy our needs. . Obv:,ously, 1t 1s eoually V1ta1 that we employ

e

' people who are truly expert in the countries we see}\ to understand |
and have had the opportunity of living and studying abroad.

Unfortunately, both federal and foundation support of ihtema-
t10na1 studies have declined sharply in real terms. I fully

understand that there are many competing deman ds for federal funds,
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that the choices posed in a time of budget zusterity are ewctremely

palnful l\onetheless, I feel most stronOIy that the relatlvely small

’ amount of money that would be requlrcd to prov1de a substantial increase . i

in Tltle VI funding--well beyond the rate of inflation--is an invest-
- ment we cannot afford to neglect. The program as it is now funded
"i.ji‘ls..clearly madequate.

Yours,

STANSFIELD TURNER
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